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Dear Friends,
Thanks to the support of generous people like you, Advocates for the West 
is tackling – and winning – a wide array of environmental challenges across 
the West. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers, Wilderness Areas, National Parks – you help us fight 
for so many special places. Just a few from 2015 that stand out to me are: 
the Selway and Clearwater Rivers and the Frank Church-River of No Return 
Wilderness in Idaho; the Sycan River in Oregon; the Point Reyes National 
Seashore in California; and the Sonoran Desert National Monument in 
Arizona. These and many other jewels of our western public lands need our 
protection from mining, ranching and other corporate interests.

2015 was also a busy year for protecting imperiled species: sage-grouse, 
bighorn sheep, salmon and steelhead, and caribou are high profile, but we 
also fight for lesser-known species like the Oregon spotted frog, Chiricahua 
leopard frog, and Lost River sucker fish. 

Thanks to your help, 2015 was a strong year for Advocates for the West. And 
2016 will be even better. I hope you will continue to support us – and ask 
your friends to join our fight to save the West!

Thanks so much,

 

Laird J. Lucas | Executive Director

 Sonoran Desert – Marc Adamus
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What did your support help us achieve 
in 2015?

 ��Protecting East Boulder Creek from Mining – 
October 2015

After we sued the US Forest Service for unlawfully approving 
private gold mining exploration within sensitive wetlands on 
East Boulder Creek near the North Fork Salmon River, the 
agency required full site restoration and agreed any future 
mining activity must be subjected to public environmental 
review.

 Progress for Idaho’s Wildlife – August 2015

In response to our February 2015 lawsuit, APHIS-Wildlife 
Services released a new draft Environmental Assessment 
for public comment. The agency is trying to bring its Idaho 
wildlife killing into compliance with NEPA, but refuses to 
acknowledge its predator killing programs have significant 
environmental impacts or adopt non-lethal control practices. 
We anticipate filing a new lawsuit against this rogue agency 
once it issues a final document in 2016.

 �Protecting the Selway Wild and Scenic River – 	
July 2015

We won a federal court injunction forbidding Idaho 
Department of Lands from bulldozing a 3-mile road up the 
steep canyons of the lower Selway River that would have 
forever marred the Wild and Scenic corridor and threatened 
massive erosion into endangered fish habitat.

 Relief for Chiricahua Leopard Frog – June 2015

A federal judge granted summary judgment in our latest 
round of litigation challenging corporate livestock grazing in 
critical habitat of the Chiricahua leopard frog in the Coconino 
National Forest of Arizona.  

 �Victory for Endangered Selkirk Caribou –  		
March 2015

Following a 2005 case in which we won a closure order for 
snowmobile use in critical Selkirk caribou habitat in Idaho, 
a federal judge ordered US Fish and Wildlife Service to 
reconsider its 2013 decision to reduce by 90% its designation 
of critical habitat for the endangered caribou.

Sagebrush Sea – Mare Kuliasz

 �Safeguarding Sonoran Desert National Monument – 
February 2015

In our second win to protect the Sonoran Desert National 
Monument in Arizona, the court held that BLM was “arbitrary 
and capricious” in using partial data to justify authorizing 
livestock grazing in the sensitive desert ecology of Monument 
lands.

 �Protecting Backcountry Winter Recreation – 	
January 2015

In response to our court victory, the Forest Service issued 
new regulations requiring all National Forests to conduct 
winter recreation planning to minimize snow machine threats 
to backcountry habitats and quiet winter recreation users. 

What’s in Store for 2016?

 Preserving Wild and Scenic Rivers

Sycan River: We just filed a federal court complaint against 
federal agencies for approving livestock grazing that degrades 
bull trout habitat and recreational uses on the Wild and Scenic 
Sycan River in southern Oregon.

Highway 12 Mega-Loads: We are in mediation with the Nez 
Perce tribe and the US Forest Service to reach a long-term 
management agreement for Highway 12 in the Lochsa/
Clearwater Wild and Scenic River corridor. Depending on how 
the talks go, we are prepared to return to court to ensure 
lasting protections for this area from Big Oil’s mega-loads.

Johnson Bar: We’re launching a new challenge to protect the 
Selway and Clearwater Wild and Scenic River corridors from 
extensive and ecologically damaging Forest Service logging 
proposals.

 Protecting Wildlife

Greater Sage-Grouse: For over a decade, we’ve been at the 
center of the battle to protect sage-grouse and its critical 
habitat from a series of threats. The fight is ongoing, and will 
require significant attention in 2016 as we launch a suite of 
new cases to push federal agencies to protect sage-grouse 
from oil and gas development, livestock grazing, habitat 
fragmentation and other threats.

Lost River Fish: We’re suing the US Forest Service for 
approving grazing on the Lost River watershed in Oregon’s 
Klamath Basin, which harms critical habitat for the 
endangered Lost River and shortnose sucker fish.

Oregon Spotted Frog: We filed suit against the Bureau of 
Reclamation for the agency’s negligent operation of the 
Wickiup and Crane Prairie dams on Oregon’s Deschutes   
River. The operations harm Oregon spotted frog habitat      
and violates ESA.

Idaho Wildlife: We anticipate filing new lawsuits against 
APHIS-Wildlife Services for its egregious wildlife-killing 
programs in Idaho.

 �Defending Special Places

Kapka Butte: We filed an appeal disputing the US Forest 
Service’s decision to continue plans to construct a large 
parking area and sno-park at the base of Kapka Butte in 
Oregon, despite escalating disputes between backcountry 
recreationists and snowmobile users. The plan violates the 
National Forest Management Act and NEPA.

CuMo Mine: We filed a new lawsuit to stop a mining 
company’s plans to build 10 miles of roads and drill more than 
250 exploratory holes in the headwaters of the Boise River.

Big Creek in Frank Church Wilderness: We’re challenging a 
mining company’s plan to deploy bulldozers, dump trucks, and 
drill rigs inside the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness 
in Idaho.

Point Reyes National Seashore: We are launching new 
litigation in San Francisco with the powerhouse law firm Keker 
& Van Nest to require the National Park Service to protect 
the stunning wildlife and recreation values of the Point Reyes 
National Seashore from impacts of climate change and poorly 
managed livestock grazing. 

 Public Health & Safety

Spent Nuclear Fuel: We’re working with former Idaho 
Governors Cecil Andrus and Phil Batt to challenge DOE’s 
plans to ship spent nuclear fuel to INL, contrary to the 1995 
Settlement Agreement prohibiting such shipments. DOE also 
failed to provide satisfactory information in response to a FOIA 
request submitted by Governor Andrus.

Snake River Pollution: We filed a petition asking the EPA to 
revise the Total Maximum Daily Load of phosphorus and other 
nutrient pollutants from agricultural operations on Idaho’s 
Hells Canyon stretch of the Snake River.

Boise Air Quality:  We’re petitioning the EPA to address 
growing air quality problems in Idaho’s Treasure Valley, which 
is home to the capitol city of Boise – the state’s largest city and 
one of the quickest growing cities in the Northwest.

For more information on these and other exciting cases, please visit: 
AdvocatesWest.org/Cases

Wild and Scenic Rivers Protecting Wildlife Public Health & Safety Defending Special Places



Mono Basin – Nick Johnson

Financials January-December, 2015
Income
Individual Contributions 	 $	531,209 

Attorney Fee Recoveries	 $	221,049 	

Grants/Foundations	 $	183,000

Total Income*	 $	935,259

Expense
Litigation & Program Services	 $	789,586 

Fundraising 	 $	 80,408	

Administration	 $	 69,299

Total Expense*	 $	939,293

Winning For The West
As a supporter of Advocates for the West, you understand the important role of 
litigation in preserving and protecting our precious Western public lands and wildlife. 

Thanks to the generosity of people like you, since our founding in 2003 Laird and his 
bright team of attorneys have fought – and won – over 50 landmark cases, setting the 
bar high for environmental protection in the West. 

Advocates for the West’s list of clients gets bigger every year, which is a true testament 
to the stellar work of our attorneys. More partner groups means a bigger caseload 
– working with former Idaho Governors Cecil D. Andrus and Philip E. Batt to keep 
new nuclear waste out of Idaho; teaming up with Huey D. Johnson of Resource 
Renewal Institute to protect California’s Point Reyes National Seashore from grazing 
degradation; Earthworks joining with a group of longtime clients to defend the Frank 
Church-River of No Return Wilderness from a destructive mining proposal; and more.

Just over 84% of our annual earnings go directly toward our casework. When you make 
a gift to Advocates for the West, you are funding the defense and protection our public 
lands and wildlife. 

The future of Advocates for the West is big and bright, and we’d like you to be a part of 
it! Make a gift today and see the results of your generosity as we win for the West.

With gratitude,

 

Anna Demetriades | Director of Development & Communications 

Attorney Fee Recoveries 23%

Individual Contributions 57%

Litigation & Program Services 84%

Grants/Foundations 20%

Fundraising 9%

Administration 7%

Advocates for the West is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. If you have questions regarding our financial 
information, please contact Executive Director Laird 
Lucas: 208.342.7024 x201 / llucas@advocateswest.org

*Unaudited financial results; subject to revision.



Donors
A special thank you to our donors! 
This list represents all who supported 
Advocates for the West in 2015.

*Names marked with an asterisk are 
members of the Sagebrush Society – 	
our monthly giving club.

Anonymous (24)

Leslee Abern

Barbara Acker

Jill Adelstein & John Twa*

Jack Alkire & Karen Heerensperger

John & Edwina Allen

Greta Anderson

Dianne Anderson

Cecil D. Andrus

Carol & Marty Ansell

Sally Arany

Diana Armstrong

Jerry and Mildred Asker

Russell & Carol Atha

Judy Baker

Robert Baker

Virginia Baksa

Grant Barbour & Anne Jeffrey

Larry Barnes

Katherine Beaver

Bob & Marcia Beckwith

Don & Amelia Bell

Thomas Benson

Reed Benson & Mindy Harm-Benson

Ann-Marie Benz

Jake Billingsley

Susan & Bruce Bistline

Del & BernaDeane Blackburn

Charles Blair & Signe Sather-Blair*

Holly Blair

Tom & Florence Blanchard

Tad & Kathy Blank Charitable 
Foundation

Jon & Hergart Bledsoe

Sheldon Bluestein & Mary Hamerly

Susan & Bill Boehner

Andrea & Josh Bogle

William A. Bollinger

Chas Bonner

Bert Bowler

Carolyn Bowler

Win & Mimi Bowron

Sara & Terry Boyett

Clait E. Braun

Gene Bray & Irene Wright*

Troy Brennan & Wendy Warring

Kane Brightman

G. Lantry Brooks

Jasmine Brooks

Russ Brown

John Brown

Barbara Brown

Liv Brumfield & Kasandra Griffin*

Peter & Trudy Brussard

Tom Buchele

Nancy Budge

Dan Burgette

Nancy Carol Burgon

Reed & Anne Burkholder

Janet Callahan & Gregg Lewis

Marie Callaway Kellner

Jerry & Carol Cantor

John Carter*

Claire Casey

Elizabeth & Drew Caughlin

Jerome Cebula

Susan Chaloupka & Tom McCabe

Aimee Christensen

Richard & Dawn Christensen

Theodore Chu*

Tamsin Ogden Clapp

James Clark

Lawrence Clark

Joyce & Don Clarke

Charles Cole & Betsy Dunklin

Audrey & Pete Cole

Cort Conley

Jim Cook

Kerry Cooke

Kathie Corn

Michael Cortese

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Couper

Janet Cremin

Gregg Cruger & Kathleen Human*

David Cummins

Julian Davis

Cristin Delia

Pete DeLuca

Anna Demetriades & Dustin Scott*

Katherine Diack

Helen & Bruce Dixon

E.F. Dodds

William G. Dryden

Shelley Dumas

Ken & Jane Dunbar

Ken & Rachel Dunn

Anne Dustin

Susan & Bill Eastlake

Michelle Eaton

Kirk & Pam Ebertz

Debra Ellers & Dale Grooms

Dave Emberton

Edward & Diane Emmel

Julie England

Jeff & Brenda Erdoes

Barry & Maria Eschen

Joanie & Garry Fauci

Jesse Feathers & Ally Bulloch*

Yvonne Ferrell

Donna Finegan

John Fisher

Leigh Ford

Pat Ford & Julia Page

Maynard & Margaret Fosberg

Bev & Bill Fraser

John & Elaine French

Robert C. Friese

Sara Fry

Ashley Fullenwider

Gamewell Gantt

Sherrie Garner

Margaret Garrison

Kim & Tom Gattiker*

Craig & Pamela Gehrke

Karen Getusky

A. Gianis

Jim Gibson

Margaret Gilleo

Ellen & Tom Glaccum

Steve & Leslie Goddard

Sean Gould & Morgan Zedalis*

Susan Graham

Cynnie & Wayne Griffin

Jini & John Griffith

Katherine Grobe

John & Darlene Grove

Peter Grubb & Betsy Bowen

Gail Guetschow

Mary Diane Gutierrez

Amy Haak & John Wheaton

Tom & Rodna Hansen

Garney Hardy

Ginger Harmon

James Hartsoe

Cary Hattabaugh & Sam Sandmire

Darren Hauk

Anne & Alan Hausrath

Brett Haverstick

Justin & Cyndi Hayes*

David Hayes*

Bruce Hayse

Roy & Merine Heberger*

June E. Heilman

John Heimer & Marie Meyer

Marilyn Hemker

Steven Herman

Charley Herrington & Ilene Shell

Michael Herrmann

Patti & Alan Herzfeld

Dale & Ramona Higer

Paul & Stephani Hilding

Ann & Paul Hill

Kelly Holmes

Bob & Judy House

Rich Howard, Biosage Consultants

Jody Hull

Dan & Barb Hurlbutt

Janice & Roger Inghram*

Steve Jakubowics

Alfred & Bonnie Janssen

Wendy & Jim Jaquet

Leland & Linda Jarvis

Page & Maureen Jenner

Benjamin Jennings

M. Jan & Eric Jensen

Tom & Carlyn Jervis

Rick Johnson & Roberta Crockett*

Dr. Donald Johnson

Chris Johnson & Linda Hagedorn

James J. Johnston

Kathy Jubitz & Steve Hawley

Danny & Caroline Kadis

Matt Kasprzak

Rick Katucki

Christopher Kearney & Heather Young

Steve Kearns & Cynthia Wooly

Linda & Rick Kearns

Larry Keeney

David & Susan Kellogg

Barbara Kemp

Ken & Susan Kendall

Brenton Kidder

Polly & Don King

James & Sylvia Kirk

Dr. Joanna Kirkpatrick

Jeff & Shira Kronenberg

James Kulp*

Rick Lamplugh

Marlene Landis

Linwood Laughy & Borg Hendrickson*

Doug & Marguerite Lawrence

Charlie & Melody Lenkner

Don Lojek

Stephen Long

Jo & Bill Lowe

Laird J. Lucas*

Mack Lyons & Sharon Hanson

Michael Mancuso

Leslie Manookian & Jeff McNee

Pam Marcum

Julie Marcum

Ronald & Cay Marquart

Paul Martin

Susan Matthes

Point Reyes National Seashore – Jerry Sanchez



Joe & Mary Mattingly

Bill & Joan Mattox

Carl May

John McCarthy

Jerry McGloin

Mary & John McGown

Marc McGregor, Esq.

Jack & Peggy McMahon

Ken & Ginny Miller

Dave & Sheila Mills

Walt & A.K. Minnick

Leigh & Carol Mintz

Suki & Bill Molina

David Monsees & Caroline Morris

Patience Moore & Ramon Zambrano

La Rue Moorhouse

Bob Moran

Aimee & Greg Moran*

Harriet Moss

Ronald Mueller

Bill & Colleen Mullins

Molly & Roberto Negron*

Carl & Jane Nellis

David Nevin & Samantha Silva*

Dr. Hugh Nichols

Roy & Esther Nicholson

Jenny & Carter Niemeyer*

Larry & Sheryl Nims

Susan & Norman Noble

Christel Nordhausen & Fred Tester

Steve Novak

Thomas J. & Peggy O’Connell

Carl & Kirsten Oppenheimer

John & Gloria Osberg

Judy Ouderkirk

Tom and Molly Page

Theresa Paradis

Lonnie Park

Tony Park & Gail Chaloupka

Rachael Paschal Osborn & John Osborn

Liz Paul & Scott Smay

Jim & Pat Peek

Thomas Pell

Mary Ann Peters

Lew Peterson

Norman Peterson

Kristina Peterson

CJ & John Petrovsky

Scott Phillips

Kristy Pigeon & John Prudden

Marshall & Martha Priest

William Pryor

Dick & Sookie Quinn

Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Serow

Shirley Randolph

Virginia Rice

Andrea Richardson*

Kathy & David Richmond

Diane Ringler & Ray Finch

Kathleen Rivers, Esq.*

Keith & Laurie Roark

Ken Helms & Cassandra Roberge

Sheila & Edward Robertson Jr.

Sara Rodgers*

Shannon Romero

John & Prudy Ronan

Char Roth & Bruce Tidwell

Beverly Roxby

Laurie & Gary Rule*

Rick & Diane Rupp Family Fund of The 
Oregon Community Foundation

Jim & MaryLou Rush

Randy Sailer

Keith & Lynn Sander

Alan & Lois Sands

Helen Stone & Ben Schepps

Grant Schettler

Eliza & John Schmidt

Bonnie & Alan Schonefeld*

Christa Schooley*

Sheryl Schowengerdt

Gerald & Virginia Schroder

Dr. Stephen Seninger

Susie Shannon*

Bev & Mike Sheeley

Linda Sisson

Frank & Susan Skillern

Betty & Steve Slifer

Peter J. Smith, Esq.

Deanna & Trejchel Smith

Margery Smith

B.J. Smith, CPA PA

Irene Sparks

Louie Spencer III

Dan & Amy Steckel

Sharon & Gene Steiner

Susan A. Stephens

Lon Stewart

Thomas Stuart & Anne Pasley-Stuart

John & Melody Taft

Alex & Ron Takasugi

Kathleen & William Tanaka

Marilyn Tate Shuler

Kaz Thea

Penny & Ted Thomas Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community Foundation

Babette Thorpe

Kiki Tidwell

Laura Todd

Daniel Townsend

Suzanne Troje

Dr. Chuck Trost

Todd Tucci & Tyler Moran*

Amy & Steve Unfried

Louis Uranga, Esq.

Carolyn Valiquette*

Robert & Deborah Van Nest

Cheryl Vaught

Bob Vestal & Jyl Hoyt*

George Wade

Johanna & Michael Wald

Von Walden & Christina Hilding

Jody Ward

Fritz & Janet Ward

Mike Warnock

Walter Todd Wells III

John Wells

Bill & Marisa Weppner

Mary & Scott Westerlund

Kate Westerman

Glenn & Carol Weyhrich

Gail White

Pete White

Margaret & Roger Williams

Wendy Wilson*

Ken & Lyn Winer

Matt Wuerker

Ron Yankey* 

Colin & Moana Yost

Gregory Young & Anjali Tate

Eric Younger & Heidi Campbell

Gordon Younger

Nick & Erin Yturri

Judi Zuckert & Frank Jenks

Foundation & 
Community Support
Advocates for the West is proud to 
receive funding and in-kind support 
from foundations, organizations 
and businesses that understand the 
importance of using law to protect 
our environment. Thank you for your 
support in 2015.

444S Foundation

Bullitt Foundation 

Christensen Family Foundation

Elaine & Robert Lang Foundation

Eugene & Emily Grant Family 
Foundation

F1 Key Foundation

Fred Meyer Community Rewards

Further Foundation 

Giles W. & Elise G. Mead Foundation

Idaho Conservation League

Jim & Patty Rouse Charitable 
Foundation

John & Elaine French Family 
Foundation

Jones Family Charitable Foundation

Jtree, LLC

Keker & Van Nest, LLP

Lazar Foundation

Maki Foundation

New-Land Foundation

Patagonia, Inc.

PECO Foundation

Silicone Valley Charitable Fund

True North Foundation

Warren Lassen Communications

In Memoriam
The following Advocates for the West 
supporters passed on in 2015 and will be 
deeply missed. This list is complete to 
the best of our knowledge; we sincerely 
apologize for any oversights. 

Mildred Asker

Spike Baker

Joni Hadden

Mary Kelly McColl

Scott Reed

Sawtooth Mountains – Charles Knowles
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Advocates for the West uses law and science to restore streams and watersheds, 
protect public lands and wildlife, and ensure sustainable communities throughout the West.
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